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the Kofi AnnAn fellowship 

whAT is iT All AbouT?
The Kofi Annan Fellowship provides the opportunity for talented and motivated students 
from developing countries, who do not belong to a privileged class and lack sufficient 
financial means, to study management at Business School Lausanne and graduate with 
a prestigious MBA or Master’s degree from BSL.

Upon return to their home countries, the Fellows are expected to contribute to the 
strengthening of entrepreneurial capacity and the fostering of a stable market economy 
as an effective catalyst for their country’s development, job creation, and poverty 
alleviation.

BSL will search  for these talents, select them, provide preparation if needed; give fair 
compensation for expenses like travel, accommodation, and program fees; and guide 
the Fellows through their stay at the School. After graduation, BSL will offer support to 
the Fellows in starting their new careers and building a network among the future Kofi 
Annan alumni.

Under the umbrella of the Kofi Annan Business Schools Foundation, BSL is joining forces 
with associated Kofi Annan business schools to create a scalable number of successful 
Kofi Annan Fellowships. 

Business School Lausanne will not charge tuition or study related fees during the 1-year 
MBA or Master’s program.   We do, however, need your help to cover the living costs of 
the Kofi Annan Fellows during their time in Switzerland.  Let us make a difference in the 
world together!

Your involvement would be highly appreciated.                                                             

philippe du pAsquier 

presidenT, bsl

dr. KATrin Muff 

deAn, bsl

ExEcUTivE SUMMArY

whAT is The Kofi AnnAn fellowship?
A fellowship grant for an emerging leader from a developing country for a one-year 
full-time MBA, a one-year Master of Arts in international Business (MiB) or a Master of 
Science in international Finance (MSc iF) in Lausanne, Switzerland.

purpose
To make significant contributions to least developed countries (LDcs) and landlocked 
developing countries (LLDcs); to strengthen the awareness and potential for 
responsibility in leadership in developed countries.

pArTner
Business School Lausanne (BSL) with the Kofi Annan Business Schools Foundation in The 
Hague, Netherlands.

when
Starting bi-annually in: September - application deadline June 30th - or February -   
application deadline 30th November.  The number of Fellowships depends on the funds 
raised in collaboration with the local community.

requireMenTs
Bachelor’s degree of any kind is required for both the Master of Arts in international 
Business (MiB), the Master of Science in international Finance (MSc iF) and a graduate 
degree for the MBA program.  Fluency in written and spoken English is required for 
both programs and willingness to contribute to building the economy and society of the 
home country with entrepreneurial impetus desired.   in addition, a minimum of three 
years of professional experience is required for the MBA program for applicants with a 
Master’s degree.  

supporT
We help you with travel, visa, housing, insurance, placement, and networking.

finAnciAl siTuATion
value of the Fellowship for the MBA program is cHF 83’800 (44’800 tuition fee all 
inclusive plus 39’000), for the Masters programs cHF 79’000 (40’000 tuition fee and 
books plus 39’000).  Fellows will have a full scholarship from Business School Lausanne, 
plus fair compensation for travel and accommodation costs, and program related fees.

sponsorship
Business School Lausanne invites donors and sponsors to help with funds to cover costs 
above and beyond educational costs including tuition and course material: cHF 39’000 
per student.



BUSiNESS ScHooL LAUSANNE

profile
Business School Lausanne is a boutique business school located in the greater area 
of Lausanne, Switzerland, and is part of the Lemania Group of Swiss Private Schools. 
Founded in 1987, BSL has been providing quality business education for 25 years and 
building on its dedication to responsible leadership and entrepreneurship. Each year 
students with over 60 nationalities join the Bachelor’s, Master’s, MBA, Executive 
Education and Doctoral programs.

BSL takes a practical approach to business studies providing relevant education by 
adapting programs to the constantly changing business world.  committed to pragmatic 
and applied learning, BSL ranks consistently in the Top 3 business schools in Switzerland.  

Built on the vision of providing an alternative to traditional business education, BSL has 
stayed true to its entrepreneurial spirit throughout the years, establishing itself as a 
learning hub for ambitious and talented students from around the world. The creation 
of a truly global learning environment where professors and students of diverse 
backgrounds work in close partnership allows students to benefit from the school’s 
international character, well-established reputation in the business community and 
close proximity to key international organizations.

BSL MiSSioN vALUES AND ENGAGEMENT
it is our mission to provide a learning platform that enables individuals and organizations 
to thrive by creating viable business solutions for our planet and its people.

As a leading innovator in business education, we continuously re-invent and transform 
ourselves to embrace our commitment to provide management education for the 
world. At BSL we believe that operating a business for the mere purpose of making and 
maximizing money is no longer legitimate. Profits are a result of entrepreneurial action 
not a goal in itself. For business to regain its license to operate, organizations of all kinds 
need to embrace their broader societal, environmental and economic responsibility; 
thus becoming “sustainable”.

The three cornerstones of our mission are:

susTAinAbiliTy
We explore all reasonable means by which organizations not only profitably reverse their 
footprint, reduce societal distress and avoid the depletion of our planet’s resources but 
provide a positive contribution to the environment and society, both now and in future.

enTrepreneurship
We take courage in enterprising new and provocative ideas that small or large, lead 
us closer to achieving our mission; each ripple on the water’s surface will collectively 
transform into a wave.

responsibiliTy
We reflect and embrace our responsibility as individuals in society as well as members 
of the business community, such that we may be forgiven for trespassing on traditional 
business fundamentals while seeking to achieve our collective mission.

How our values relate to our 3 cornerstones



THE KoFi ANNAN BUSiNESS ScHooLS FoUNDATioN

iniTiATive
The Kofi Annan Business Schools Foundation is a joint initiative of the Public Advice 
international Foundation (PA international), vlerick Leuven Gent Management School 
(vlerick), Utrecht University of Applied Sciences (HU), ESMT European School of 
Management and Technology, Berlin, BSL Business School Lausanne, and Nova School 
of Business, Lisbon. The Kofi Annan Business Schools Foundation has selected one 
business school per country to collaborate with in this initiative.  The academic partners 
were chosen on the basis of vision, academic study programs, research and geographic 
location. Learn more at www.kabsf.org 

Mission
The Kofi Annan Business Schools Foundation aims to stimulate local entrepreneurship 
by creating a new generation of innovative and socially responsible entrepreneurs in 
developing countries through tailor-made and practice-oriented study programs.

The initiative is an implementation of the UN Millennium Development Goals project 
and directly contributes to the targets of achieving full and productive employment and 
decent work for all, integrating the principles of sustainable development, and creating 
global partnerships for development in cooperation with the private sector.

The objective of the Foundation for the coming years is to expand the number of 
business schools associated with the Foundation and to find more companies and 
industries willing to become business partners and sponsors of the Foundation from a 
corporate social responsibility (cSr) perspective in order to provide more opportunities 
for more talented students.

The associated business schools, in close cooperation with the business sector, aim 
to create a platform that will actively stimulate the exchange of knowledge and best 
practices with small and medium-sized enterprises in Europe, Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America in order to generate innovative business solutions that can contribute to 
economic growth and poverty alleviation in developing countries.

The Kofi AnnAn business schools foundATion AiMs To sTiMulATe 

locAl enTrepreneurship by creATing A new generATion 

of innovATive And sociAlly responsible enTrepreneurs in 

developing counTries Through TAilor-MAde And prAcTice-

orienTed sTudy progrAMs.

WHo ArE oUr KoFi ANNAN FELLoWS? 
in February 2013, Business School 
Lausanne (BSL) accepted its first Kofi 
Annan Fellow, Diana Kilel, to BSL’s full-
time MBA program. Diana is a 26-year old 
Kenyan who obtained her undergraduate 
degree in Business information 
Technology at Strathmore University, 
Nairobi. 

Prior to her studies at BSL, Diana worked 
in customer Strategy at the coca-cola 
company in Nairobi, Kenya. She has also 
gained work experience outside Kenya, 
working as a Business Analyst at TATA 
consultancy Services in Mumbai, india. 
“i learnt a lot in this fast paced business 
environment, and the BSL MBA came as 
an opportunity to leverage on what i have 
learnt so far and to prepare to apply the 

same back home in Kenya,” she explains with regards to her decision to enrol in an 
MBA program. “My country is definitely in dire need of ethical and well-trained business 
managers who can bring about change and achieve results,” shares Diana. 

Diana came across the KABS foundation while looking for scholarship opportunities 
for master’s students. “coming from Africa, Kofi Annan is a household name and is 
best known for his key role in mediating peace talks in Kenya. Therefore KABS really 
stood out, among the rest,” Diana remembers her first impressions of KABS. She had 
chosen BSL for her studies among other KABS schools because of the school’s focus on 
entrepreneurship & sustainability, and the personalized learning environment. 

Diana’s MBA experience has been challenging and rewarding so far. “i have not only 
gained academic skills in financial analysis, developing marketing plans and more, but 
i also have had effective-self management courses that contributed to my personal 
and soft skills development,” says Diana. She refers to her participation in the Aspen 
institute’s 2013 Business & Society international MBA case competition as a highlight 
of her studies until now. “it was an excellent learning opportunity on how to integrate 
corporate profitability and environmental sustainability,” she concludes. 

When asked about her next steps, Diana says she would like to work in Strategy & 
Planning in a state institution such as the Ministry of Agriculture. Diana will finish her 
studies at BSL in February, 2014. 



HoW Do WE SELEcT oUr KoFi ANNAN FELLoWS? 
Applications are only accepted online via the BSL website.  Potential applicants may also 
submit a short form for a preliminary check to determine whether they are eligible to 
apply.   Application deadlines are bi-annual on the 30th November and the 30th June. 

furTher inforMATion
Please visit the BSL website for further information about the BSL Full-time MBA 
program or Masters programs. Any specific questions can be addressed to or made by 
telephone to BSL admission team at +41 21 6190606    

Learn more at:     

•   www.bsl-lausanne.ch/programs/mba/mba/home 
•   www.bsl-lausanne.ch/programs/masters/master-in-international-business/home 
•   www.bsl-lausanne.ch/programs/masters/msc-in-finance/home

overview of eligible counTries
Least developed countries

THE KoFi ANNAN FELLoWSHiP For oBTAiNiNG 
A BSL FULL-TiME MBA , MASTEr oF ArTS iN 
iNTErNATioNAL BUSiNESS or MASTEr oF SciENcE 
iN iNTErNATioNAL FiNANcE

overview
BSL’s one year Full-time MBA program is a management program aimed at early to mid-
career professionals with at least 3 years of managerial experience. The Master of Arts 
in international Business and Master of Science in international Finance are 18 months 
programs- 1 year in BSL with a management report that can be written off campus.  
These Masters programs are aimed at students with up to 3 years of professional 
experience.  

The Board of the Kofi Annan Business Schools Foundation grants Fellowships on the 
basis of their previous academic education and a motivation letter that demonstrates 
both social responsibility and a clear business orientation. 

A Kofi Annan Fellowship at BSL has a value of cHF 83’800 for the MBA program and cHF 
77’000 for the Master’s program. This covers full tuition fees and course materials in 
addition to a living stipend of cHF 3’000 per month for the duration of the MBA or the 
Master’s program.  The Fellowship also covers one round trip plane ticket to Geneva 
from the Fellow’s home, travel insurance and logistics.

Fellowships can be awarded only after a candidate has been admitted to the BSL Full-
time MBA or Masters programs (i.e. applicants must also complete the BSL Full-time 
MBA application with required supporting documents online before being considered 
for a Fellowship).

Afghanistan

Angola

Bangladesh

Benin

Bhutan

Burkina Faso

Burundi

cambodia

central African  
republic

chad

comoros

congo

Djibouti

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Gambia

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Haiti

Kiribati

Lao People’s  
Democratic rep.

Lesotho

Liberia

Madagascar

Malawi

Mali

Mauritania

Mozambique

Myanmar

Nepal

Niger

rwanda

Samoa

Sao Tome and  
Principe

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Solomon islands

Somalia

Sudan

Timor-Leste

Togo

Tuvalu

Uganda

United rep.  
of Tanzania

vanuatu

Yemen

Zambia

unctad.org/en/pages/aldc/Least%20Developed%20countries/UN-list-of-Least-
Developed-countries.aspx

Small Island Developing States 
www.un.org/special-rep/ohrlls/sid/list.htm

Landlocked developing countries 
www.un.org/special-rep/ohrlls/lldc/list.htm



PEr KoFi ANNAN FELLoW STUDYiNG For 1 YEAr 
FULL-TiME AT BSL

conTribuTion froM business school lAusAnne

MAsTers  (Mib or Msc if ) MbA

Tuition fee
Books & other charges

cHF 38’000
cHF   2’000

Tuition fee  
(incl. all charges)  cHF 44’800

Total Value CHF 40’000 Total Value CHF 44’800

AMounT requesTed froM donors And sponsors

MAsTers  (Mib or Msc if ) MbA

Living costs (12 months)
Travel, insurance, logistics 

cHF 36’000 
cHF   3’000

Living costs (12 months) 
Travel, insurance, logistics

cHF 36’000
cHF   3’000

Fundraising request for a 
Fellowship grant

CHF 39’000 Fundraising request for a 
Fellowship grant

CHF 39’000

ToTAl vAlue creATed for Kofi AnnAn fellows sTudying  
in swiTzerlAnd

MAsTers  (Mib or Msc if ) MbA

BSL 
Donors & Sponsors

cHF 40’000 
cHF 39’000

BSL 
Donors & Sponsors

cHF 44’800
cHF 39’000

Total Value of Fellowship CHF 79’000 Total Value of Fellowship CHF 83’800

AddiTionAl vAlue for donors And sponsors
Sponsors and donors may use the Kofi Annan Fellowship for their cSr portfolio of 
activities. BSL will support sponsors through close collaboration and communication 
activities. The Fellows can be invited by the sponsor to cooperate with the sponsor 
in various dimensions, in particular in building a sustainable relationship with the 
respective country. 

ThAnK you!
BSL appreciates donations of any size.

Please contact Dr. Katrin Muff, Dean (katrin.muff@bsl-lausanne.ch), or  
Philippe Du Pasquier, President (philippe.dupasquier@bsl-lausanne.ch) for any further 
question on how to help make a meaningful difference in the world. or simply call us 
on +41 619 0606.

Thank you for your important contribution in helping us make the world a better place.

rEqUEST For FiNANciAL SUPPorT
BSL supports the Kofi Annan Fellowship initiative because the expected value for the 
Fellows is of the highest relevance. it will make a significant contribution to those 
countries that need effective support most. This initiative fits perfectly with BSL’s vision 
and values.

The Fellows will connect with the other students in the class. The class will profit 
greatly from the Kofi Annan Fellows – by learning from their perspectives and values 
when solving managerial issues, thus strengthening the awareness for responsibility in 
leadership. The catalytic effects will be strong. in addition, the Fellows may connect with 
Kofi Annan Fellows of other schools in the Foundation.  After a few years, there will be 
a network of alumni Fellows, who will support each other by exchanging experiences 
and knowledge and gaining mutual benefits from each other and from the schools in 
the Foundation.

BSL needs the support of donors and sponsors for this initiative. our proposition is that 
BSL gives a full scholarship, i.e., does not charge any tuition or study related fees to the 
Fellow. The School does not incur additional expenses for an individual Fellow. The costs 
for this program are requested to be sponsored by social responsibility initiatives. BSL 
needs the support of donors and sponsors for this initiative. 

The clAss will profiT greATly froM The Kofi AnnAn fellows – 

by leArning froM Their perspecTives And vAlues when solving 

MAnAgeriAl issues, Thus sTrengThening The AwAreness for 

responsibiliTy in leAdership. 
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